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Chapter 3. Animal Control
Article 2 GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 3-1 Definitions
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Abuse. To mistreat through intent or neglect any animal in a manner that causes or is likely to cause stress or physical injury or as otherwise stated in this chapter.

Animal. Any vertebrate creature, excluding human beings.

Animal control officer or animal control office. The officer or office of the city primarily responsible for the enforcement of regulations regarding animals.

Animal shelter. A facility designated by the city council to be used for the impoundment of animals taken up by the animal control officer(s).

At large. An animal not confined within a building, wall, or fence of sufficient strength and construction to restrain the animal except when the animal is on a leash, cord, rope, or chain of sufficient length and strength to control the actions of the animal. An animal held within the arms of the owner or harborer, or contained within the cabin of a vehicle of its owner, shall not be deemed at large.

Authority. The local rabies control authority as defined in this section.

Cat. The male and the female of any domesticated member of the feline species of animals.

Dangerous dog. A dog that:

(1) Makes an unprovoked attack on a person that causes bodily injury and occurs in a place other than an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own;

(2) Commits unprovoked acts in a place other than an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own and those acts caused a person to reasonably believe that the dog will attack and cause bodily injury to that person; or

(3) Makes an unprovoked attack on other domestic animals that causes injury to that animal in a place other than an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own.

Day. A workday, and shall exclude Saturday, Sunday and city holidays.

Distance between structures. Where a minimum setback or distance between any enclosure for any animal from a residence is required, means the most direct line distance between two structures, unless otherwise provided.

Dog. The male and the female of any domesticated member of the canine species of animal.

Fowl. Includes any chicken, turkey, goose, duck, guinea, emu, ostrich, or pigeon.

Governmental entity. An agency or political subdivision of the state or an agency or department of the federal government.

Harbor. To feed, provide shelter, or otherwise maintain an animal for three or more days.

Livestock. Includes, regardless of age, sex or breed, horses and all equine species, including mules, donkeys and jackasses; cows and all bovine species; sheep and all ovine species; llamas; goats and all caprine species; and pigs and all swine species.

Local rabies control authority. The chief of police, or an officer he designates to act in his place when he is temporarily unable to act for any reason.

Marine animal. Any animal, other than a mammal or bird, that lives in a marine environment.

Neutered. Any animal, male or female, rendered incapable of breeding or being bred, i.e., castration in the male and spaying or ovariectomy in the female.

Owner. Any person who has purchased or who owns, keeps, maintains, harbors or has care, custody or control of one or more animals.

Performing animals. Any spectacle, display, act or event in which animals perform.

Premises. A definite portion of real estate or land, together with any appurtenances or buildings.

Poison. A substance having an inherent harmful property which renders it, when taken into the system, capable of destroying animal life.

Residence. Any place of human habitation at any time, including, but not limited to, any single- or multi-family dwelling, church, school, convalescent center or nursing home.

Restrained. Any animal secured by a leash of some sort or confined within the property limits of its owner.

Secure enclosure. A fenced area or structure that is:

(1) Locked;

(2) In such a manner capable of preventing entry of the general public, including children;

(3) Capable of preventing the escape or release of a dog;

(4) Clearly marked as containing a dangerous dog; and

(5) In conformance with the requirements for enclosures established by the local animal control authority.

Vaccination. An injection of a rabies vaccine which is approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Veterinary Biologics Division, state veterinarian, and administered by a licensed veterinarian or at an approved antirabies clinic.

Vaccination certificate. A certificate signed by a veterinarian licensed to practice in this state, declaring that an animal has been vaccinated against the rabies virus.

Veterinarian. Any person duly licensed to practice veterinarian medicine by the state board of veterinary examiners, or who is exempt from such licensing.

Wild animal or wildlife. Any nondomestic creature (mammal, amphibian, reptile or fowl) which is of a species which is wild by nature, which can normally be found in a wild state, and which is not normally tame or gentle, or which, because of its size, vicious nature and other characteristics, constitutes a danger to human life or property. Such creatures shall include, but are not limited to, all animals prohibited by state or federal law, and shall include, but are not limited to, the following animals:

(1) Class Mammalia: Order Carnivora, family Felidae (such as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards and cougars), except commonly accepted domesticated cats and hybrids involving same; family Canidae (such as wolves, coyotes and foxes), except domesticated dogs and hybrids involving same; family Mustelidae (such as weasels, martins, fishers, skunks, wolverines, mink and badgers), except ferrets; family Procyonidae (such as raccoons); family Ursidae (such as bears); order Primata (such as monkeys and chimpanzees); and order Chiroptera (such as bats).

(2) Poisonous reptiles, cobras and their allies (Elapidae, Hydrophiidae); vipers and their allies (Crotiladae, Viperidae); Boomslang and Kirtland’s tree snakes; Qua monsters (Helodermatidae); and crocodiles, alligators and their allies (order Loricata).

(3) Brown recluse (Loxosceles) and black widow (Lactrodectus) spiders.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-2 PURPOSE
It is the intent and purpose of this chapter to provide a safe environment within the city of point for both animals and people. A person who owns or keeps an animal within the city may not allow the animals’ behavior to infringe on the safety of the surrounding homes or their inhabitants.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-3 ENFORCEMENT
(a) The provisions of this chapter may be enforced by animal control officers, police officers and such other persons as are designated by the city.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, obstruct, resist or oppose any animal control officer or other person authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter while such person is apprehending an animal or performing other duties. It shall be unlawful to take or attempt to take any animal from any animal control officer or from any vehicle used by the officer to transport any animal or to take or attempt to take any animal from the animal shelter or other kennel or confinement area used to impound an animal.

(c) In all instances of a violation of any provision of this chapter, whether the animal is impounded or not, the owner or keeper of such animal may be cited by an officer who has the authority to enforce this chapter for any violation of this chapter.

(d) In the enforcement of this chapter, animal control officers and police officers shall have the authority to shoot any animal to protect themselves, to protect a third person or to protect another animal from attack or threat of imminent injury or to prevent such animal from enduring further pain or suffering as a result of disease or injury. They shall also have the authority to tranquilize or trap any animal, fowl, livestock or wildlife.

(e) Unless specifically provided in this chapter, an offense under this chapter shall not require a culpable mental state. It is the intent of this chapter to impose strict liability for violation of the requirements of this chapter.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-4 IDENTIFICATION OF DOGS AND CATS.
All dogs and cats within the city shall have a collar or tag containing the identity and address of the owner.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-5  RUNNING AT LARGE PROHIBITIED.
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person who owns, keeps, harbors or otherwise has control over any animal within the city to intentionally, knowingly, recklessly or with criminal negligence allow or permit such animal to run or be at large within the city.

(b) An animal shall be considered to be at large if it is not under the control of its owner by either leash, cord, or other suitable material attached to a collar or harness, or not restrained on the property of the owner by a leash, chain, cord or fence. An animal inside a vehicle parked in a public place shall be considered to be at large unless it is restrained in such a manner that it cannot exit the vehicle of its own volition.

(c) The animal control officer for the city may impound any animal observed to be at large, whether the animal is on public or private property. If the animal control officer observes an animal on property which is owned by a person other than the owner of the animal, and observes the animal return to property of its owner, the animal control officer may impound the animal or issue a citation for the animal running at large.

(d) Proof that an animal was found at large in violation of this section, together with proof that the defendant was the owner of such animal at the time, is prima facie evidence that the defendant allowed or permitted the animal to be at large.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-6 ANIMAL DEFECATION OF PROPERTY OTHER THAN PROPERTY OF OWNER

(a) It is unlawful for the owner or person in control of an animal to intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal negligence allow or permit such animal to defecate on any public or improved private property other than that of the owner of the animal. That the animal was at large at the time it defecated on any property shall constitute prima facie evidence that the owner or person in control of the animal allowed or permitted the animal to so act.

(b) It shall be a defense to prosecution under this section that the owner or person in control of the animal immediately removed and cleaned up such animal feces from public or private property.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-7 NUISANCE ANIMALS

(a) As used in this chapter, a nuisance animal shall be defined as any animal which commits any of the acts listed herein:

(1) Chases pedestrians, passersby or passing vehicles, including bicycles.

(2) Makes unprovoked attacks on other animals of any kind.

(3) Is repeatedly at large, specifically, three or more times per 12-month period.

(4) Damages public or private property.

(5) Defecates on property not belonging to or under control of its owner.

(6) Barks, whines, howls, cackles, crows, or makes any noises excessively and continuously, and such noise disturbs a person of ordinary sensibilities.

(b) If the animal control officer determines that any animal is a nuisance, the animal control officer may issue an order requiring that the owner meet certain remedial requirements to correct the conduct of the animal. The order shall be given to the owner by personal service or by certified mail, return receipt requested. The animal control officer or a police officer investigating an animal nuisance complaint may issue a citation to the owner or person in control of said animal.

(c) Roosters are not permitted within the city limits.

(d) All pigs and swine have been deemed nuisance animals and are not permitted within the city limits. USDA-approved livestock facilities are exempt from this section, provided no pigs or swine are harbored in excess of (3) days
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-8 NEGLIGENT CARE

(a) It is unlawful for any person to fail, refuse or neglect to provide any animal in his charge or custody, as owner or otherwise, with proper food, drink, shade, adequate shelter or veterinary care as may be necessary for diseased or injured animals.

(b) To provide adequate shelter for a dog or cat outdoors, a person must provide a shelter accessible to the dog or cat meeting the following standards:

(1) The shelter must provide protection from the weather, i.e., sun, wind, precipitation (in whatever form), or other inclement weather conditions.

(2) If there are no artificial heat sources, the structure shall be small enough to allow the dog or cat to warm the interior of the structure and maintain its body heat, but large enough to permit normal postural adjustments, or standing.

(3) Plastic air shipping containers and/or pet carriers shall not be used as outdoor shelters.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-9 CONFINEMENT OF DOGS

Every person raising, owning or keeping any dog within the city shall confine such dog to the premises of the owner or person controlling him. The dog shall be confined to such premises unless accompanied by a responsible person and restrained by a leash, rope or tether in the hands of such person.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-10 KEEPING WILD ANIMAL

(a) No person shall possess, keep, or have care or custody of a wild animal or wildlife within the city except as provided herein.

(b) All persons shall be prohibited from selling, giving, transferring or importing into the city any wild animal.

(c) This section shall not apply to approved zoological parks, performing animal exhibitions and circuses. Nor shall this section apply to primary and secondary schools, colleges and universities, zoological parks owned or operated by a governmental entity [or] handicapped persons.

(d) This section shall not apply to animals listed in SEC 3-11 CERTAIN ANIMALS NOT PROHIBITED.

(e) It shall be a defense to prosecution under this section that the animal being kept was an infant or injured animal which was not capable of surviving on its own and that such animal was kept for three days or less, or for such reasonable time as was necessary before giving the animal to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-11 CERTAIN WILD ANIMALS NOT PROHIBITED

(a) No person shall possess, keep, or have care or custody of a wild animal or wildlife within the city except as provided herein.

(b) All persons shall be prohibited from selling, giving, transferring or importing into the city any wild animal.

(c) This section shall not apply to approved zoological parks, performing animal exhibitions and circuses. Nor shall this section apply to primary and secondary schools, colleges and universities, zoological parks owned or operated by a governmental entity [or] handicapped persons.

(d) This section shall not apply to animals listed in SEC 3-11 CERTAIN ANIMALS NOT PROHIBITED.

(e) It shall be a defense to prosecution under this section that the animal being kept was an infant or injured animal which was not capable of surviving on its own and that such animal was kept for three days or less, or for such reasonable time as was necessary before giving the animal to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-12 – 3-100 RESERVED.
Article 3 RABIES CONTROL
Sec. 3-13 Rabies vaccination required

(a) All dogs or cats four months of age or older within the city shall be vaccinated against rabies. Such vaccination shall be repeated at the intervals prescribed by rule of the department of state health services, or its successor.

(b) A veterinarian who vaccinates a dog or cat against rabies shall issue to the owner of such dog or cat a vaccination certificate in a form approved by the department of state health services. The veterinarian shall also issue a metal tag with the veterinarian’s address and the year of the vaccination stamped thereon. The metal vaccination tag shall be fastened to the dog’s or cat’s collar.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to own, keep, possess, harbor or allow to remain upon premises under his control any dog or cat which has not been vaccinated as required herein.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-14 PROOF OF VACCINATION
To prove that a dog or cat has been vaccinated, the owner of the dog or cat must present a copy of the vaccination certificate issued by the veterinarian that shows the date the vaccination was administered. It shall be prima facie evidence that the dog or cat has not been vaccinated if the dog or cat is not wearing a tag on its collar. 
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-15 – COUNTERFEITING OR DESTRUCTION OF TAG OR CERTIFICATE
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally or knowingly counterfeit a rabies vaccination tag or certificate.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally or knowingly destroy a rabies vaccination tag or certificate.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-16 – 200 RESERVED
Article 4 LIVESTOCK
Sec. 3-17 Small animal location regulations

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain, or permit to be kept or maintained, on premises owned by him or under his control a rabbit, fowl, or like animals, weighing less than ten (10) pounds, within a structure or enclosure of less than ten (10) square feet of floor or ground area for each animal; and
(b) Structures or enclosures containing such animals shall be cleaned by scraping the floor of the structure or enclosure and/ or the ground below, where manure may collect, and thoroughly cleaning the area regularly and so maintaining such structure or enclosure that no offensive odors are emitted there from; and
(c) The interior of such structure or enclosure where small animals are kept shall be disinfected at least once in each calendar month to discourage insects, fleas, mites, and flies; and
(d) No part of any such structure or enclosure shall be located within fifty (50) feet or any residence, commercial building, or industrial building other than the residence or dwelling of the keeper or owner of the animals; and
(e) No part of any such structure or enclosure shall be located within twenty (20) feet of any residence that is the residence or dwelling of the keeper or owner of the animals.

(Ordinance 112, 2003)

Sec. 3-18 Large animal location regulations

(a.) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain, or permit to be kept or maintained, on premises owned by him or under his control a horse, cow, goat, mule, donkey, sheep, or like animals, weighing ten (10) pounds or more, unless three (3) acres of open space is provided for the first large livestock animal located on the property plus one half (1/2) acre for each additional large livestock animal located on the property, and
(b.) No part of such open space shall be located within thirty (30) feet of any residence, commercial building, or industrial building; and

(c.) No part of any shed, stall, lean-to, feeding device, watering device, or any structure used for the care, feeding or maintenance of any such animal shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any residence, commercial building, or industrial building; and
(d.) Structures or enclosures containing such animals or the frequent gathering areas of such animals shall be cleaned regularly where manure may collect and so maintaining such structures, enclosures or areas that no offensive odors are emitted there from; and

(e.) The interior of such structure or enclosure where such animals are kept shall be disinfected regularly to discourage insects, fleas, mites, and flies.

(Ordinance 112, 2003)

Sec. 3-19 Exemptions from provision of this article

The provisions of this Article regulating the keeping and maintenance of livestock within the corporate limits or its extra-territorial jurisdiction are not applicable to veterinarian hospitals and animal clinics and such businesses are exempt from the regulations of this Article.

(Ordinance 112, 2003)

Sec. 3-20 Exemptions for youth projects

The provisions of this chapter regulating the keeping and maintenance of livestock within the corporate limits or its extra-territorial jurisdiction are not applicable to young persons who are members of a recognized youth organization who are required to maintain livestock projects.  This exemption shall become effective only after a permit application has been submitted to the person designated by the Mayor and said application has been approved by the Animal Control Officer.  A permit will expire at the end of the project or twelve (12) months after it Issue, whichever is less.  
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-21 - 300 Reserved

Article 5 IMPOUNDMENT
Sec. 3-22 RIGHT TO IMPOUND
(a) Any animal running at large or otherwise found in violation of any provision of this chapter shall be impounded by the person designated by the mayor or any police officer.

(b) If any animal is found upon the premises of any person, the owner or occupant of the premises shall have the right to confine such animal until he can notify the police or person designated by the mayor to come and impound such animal, provided the impoundment is done in a reasonable time.  When so notified, it shall be the duty of such persons to at once cause such animal to be impounded.

(c) The city council shall select and establish a place(s) for impoundment under any provisions of this chapter.
(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-23 FEES
Fees for impoundment shall be established by the city council in Chapter 15 Taxation and Fees of this code.

(NOV. 2023)
Sec. 3-24 REDEMPTION OF IMPOUNDED ANIMALS

No animal impounded shall be released to the owner until all costs and fees prescribed for such impoundment have been paid and until the person applying for the release of such animal has signed an affidavit to the effect that he is the owner of the animal and entitled to possession thereof.  The owner of any animal so impounded may redeem his animal by paying the prescribed costs and fees, together with the cost of advertising, if any, and by signing a promissory document stating the animal will be vaccinated, if required by this chapter.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-25 DESTRUCTION OF IMPPOUNDED ANIMALS; CITY NOT LIABLE FOR INJURY TO IMPOUNDED ANIMALS

Except as otherwise provided by law or ordinance, any animal impounded under any section of this chapter may be destroyed by the person designated by the mayor, after it has been impounded for a period of 72 hours excluding weekends and holidays.  The city shall not be responsible or liable of any animal picked up for any violation of any provision of this chapter and any injury to or death of any animal impounded under this article shall be deemed to be the direct result of the owner’s negligence or willful disobedience of this chapter.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-26 SALE OF IMPOUNDED ANIMALS

The person designated by the mayor may sell impounded dogs and cats for cash after the dogs and cats have been impounded for 72 hours excluding weekends and holidays.  The adoption fee will be an amount established by the city council in Chapter 15 Taxation and Fees of this code.
(NOV. 2023)

Sec. 3-27 ESTRAYS

The impoundment, redemption, and sale of estray, as defined by state law, is handled by the sheriff pursuant to the V.T.C.A., Agriculture Code §§ 142.001 through 142.014.
Sec. 3-28 DESTRUCTION OF DAOGS AND CATS RUNNING AT LARGE UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS

If the person designated by the mayor or any police officer believes there is danger to any person or any other animal from any dog or cat running at large, such person is authorized to destroy such dog or cat in lieu of impounding it.
(NOV. 2023)
