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Chapter 16. Traffic and Vehicles
Article 2 General

Sec. 16-1 Definitions

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning. Whenever any words and phrases used in this chapter are not defined in this section but are defined in the state laws regulating the operation of vehicles, any such definition therein shall be deemed to apply to such words and phrases used in this section.
Alley means a public way in the city extending either partly or through any city block in the rear of city lots and in a direction generally from avenue to avenue, not more than 20 feet in width and capable of being traversed by a vehicle.
Authorized emergency vehicle means vehicles of the fire department, police vehicles, and such ambulances and emergency vehicles of municipal departments, or public service corporations, as are designated by the city commission.
Bicycle means every device propelled by human power upon which any person may ride having two tandem wheels either of which is over 20 inches in diameter, and including any device generally recognized as a bicycle though equipped with two front or rear wheels.
Bus means a commercial vehicle carrying passengers for hire and operating over and along a fixed route.
Bus stop means a section of the roadway along the edge of the roadway, authorized by order of the city commission, marked by signs reading "bus stop" as a place for the sole use and convenience of the general public to board and depart from any bus.
Business district means the territory contiguous to and including a roadway when, within any 600 feet along such roadway, there are buildings in use for business or industrial purposes which occupy 300 feet of frontage on one side or 300 feet collectively on both sides of the roadway.
Crosswalk means that part of a roadway at an intersection included within the connections of the lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the highway measured from the curbs, or in the absence of curbs, from the edges of the traversable roadway. The word "crosswalk" also includes any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface.
Demonstration means any gathering or procession of persons for the purpose of making known their opinion as to an event or matter which gathering or procession will involve the use of any public street or alley without compliance with normal or usual traffic controls.
Driver means every person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle.
Digging out means the practice of starting any motor vehicle from a standing position by applying a sudden burst of power, recognized by spinning rear wheels and noise of tires on the surface of the roadway.
Intersection means the area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curblines, or if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two streets or highways which join one another at or approximately at right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different streets or highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict. Where a highway or street includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such divided highway or street by an intersecting highway or street shall be regarded as a separate intersection. If such intersecting highway or street also includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of two roadways of such streets or highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection.
Laned roadway means a roadway which is divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.
Limited access or controlled access highway means every highway, street or roadway in respect to which owners or occupants of abutting property or lands and other persons have no legal right of access to or from the highway except at such points only and in such manner as may be determined by the public authority having jurisdiction over such highway, street or roadway.
Loading zone means a space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles doing the loading or unloading of passengers or materials.
Motorcycle means every motor vehicle having a saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding a tractor.
Motor vehicle means every vehicle which is self-propelled.
No parking zone means a space on the roadway adjacent to the curb, whether marked by official signs or not, in which no vehicle may be parked.
Official traffic control devices means all signs, signals, markings, and devices not inconsistent with this chapter placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic.
Operator means the owner, operator, manager or driver of a vehicle, whether corporate or private.
Parade means any march or procession consisting of people, animals or vehicles, or a combination thereof, except funeral processions, upon any public street or alley, which does not comply with the normal or usual traffic controls.
Park means when prohibited, the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, other than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading.
Parking meter means an established stationary mechanical device set in or at the curb of the street within or at a parking space which measures the time a vehicle is parked therein.
Parking stall or parking space means that portion or section of a roadway adjacent to the curbing or edge, set apart, marked and bounded by lines painted or marked upon the surface of the roadway and extending into the roadway for the use of parking vehicles; or that portion of any alley marked by official signs showing such space to be a parking zone.
Passenger loading zone means a space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles doing the loading or unloading of passengers.
Pedestrian means any person afoot.
Police officer means every officer of the municipal department or any other officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations.
Private road or driveway means every way or place in private ownership and used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having express or implied permission from the owner, but not by other persons.
Railroad means a carrier of persons or property upon cars, other than streetcars, operated upon stationary rails.
Railroad train means a steam engine, electric or other motor, with or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except streetcars.
Recreational Street Use means the use of a public street or alley for purposes including, but not limited to, block parties, marathons, walkathons, bikeathons and similar recreational events, both charitable and non-charitable, which do not comply with normal or usual traffic controls.
Residence district means the territory contiguous to and including a street not comprising a business district, when the property on such street for a distance of 300 feet or more is, in the main, improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.
Right-of-way means the privilege of the immediate use of the roadway.
Roadway means that portion of a street or highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel. If a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term "roadway" shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways collectively.
Safety zone means the area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety zone.
Sidewalk means that portion of a street between the curblines, or the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines, intended for the use of pedestrians.
Stop means complete cessation of movement.
Stop, stopping or standing means any stopping or standing of a vehicle whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic control sign or signal.
Street or highway means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.
Traffic means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, and other conveyances, either singly or together, while using any street for purposes of travel.
Traffic control sign or device means all signs, signals, markings, and devices not inconsistent with this chapter placed or erected by authority of the city commission for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic.
Traffic control signal means any device, whether manually, electrically, or mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and to proceed.
Truck means a motor vehicle designed primarily for the transportation of cargo.
U-turn means the turning or causing the turning of a vehicle, so that when such turn is completed such vehicle will be headed in the opposite direction from that in which it was headed before such turning was begun, whether or not such vehicle is pulled into a driveway or any space beyond the curbline of the street.
Vehicle means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)
Cross references: Definitions generally, § 1-2.

State law references: Similar provisions, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, §§ 1--20.
Sec. 16-2 Enforcement of this chapter

It shall be the duty of the police department of the city to enforce the provisions of this chapter.

(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-3 Penalty for violation

Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $200.00 per offense.

(Ordinance 134, 2004)

State law references: Similar provisions, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 143.

Sec. 16-4 Authority to direct traffic

Officers of the police department are hereby authorized to direct all traffic, either in person or by means of visible and/or audible signals in conformance with the provisions of this chapter, provided that in the event of a fire or other emergency or to expedite traffic or safeguard pedestrians, officers of the police department or fire department may direct traffic, as conditions may require, notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

State law references: Authority of city to regulate traffic by means of police officers, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 27(a)(2).

Sec. 16-5 - 99 Reserved

Article 3 Operation of Vehicles

Sec. 16-6 Speed Limit Generally

No person shall drive a vehicle upon a public road, street and highway in the City of Point, Texas, at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions and circumstances then existing.  Except when a special hazard exists that requires lower speeds for compliance with the above requirement, the limits hereinafter set out shall be lawful but any speed in excess of the limits as hereinafter set out for the streets and highways and portions thereof to which they apply shall be prima facie evidence that the speed is not reasonable or prudent.

(Ordinance 133, 2004)

Sec. 16-7 Speed Limit on City Maintained Streets
The speed limit on all streets within the corporate limits of the city shall be 30 miles per hour unless otherwise posted.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-8 Speed Limit on State Maintained Roadways

(1) On US Highway 69, southerly from the North City Limit of Point for a distance of approximately 0.150 miles a speed limit of 70 (seventy) miles per hour daytime and 65 (sixty-five) miles per hour nighttime as Authorized by Transportation Commission Minutes; thence for a distance of approximately 0.486 miles a speed limit of 60 (sixty) miles per hour at all times; thence southerly for a distance of approximately 0.600 miles, a speed limit of 50 (fifty) miles per hour at all times; thence southerly for a distance of approximately 0.450 miles, a speed limit of 60 (sixty) miles per hour at all times; thence southerly for a distance of approximately 0.770 miles, a speed limit of 70 (seventy) miles per hour daytime and 65 (sixty-five) miles per hour nighttime as Authorized by Transportation Commission Minutes to the South City Limit of Point as evidenced by the attached plan is hereby approved and made a part thereof.

(Ordinance 133, 2004)

(2) On Farm to Market 514, northeasterly from the intersection of US Highway 69, a distance of approximately 0.523 miles, a speed limit of 35 (thirty-five) miles per hour at all times; thence northeasterly for a distance of approximately 0.279 miles, a speed limit of 45 (forty-five) miles per hour at all times; thence northeasterly for a distance of approximately 0.498 miles to the northeast City Limits of Point, a speed limit of 55 (fifty-five) miles per hour at all times as evidenced by the attached plan which is hereby approved and made a part hereof.

(Ordinance 73, 1996)

(3) On Farm to Market 47, southerly from the intersection of the North Frontage Road on US 69 for south bound traffic, a distance of approximately 0.340 miles, a speed limit of 30 (thirty) miles per hour at all times; thence southerly for a distance of approximately 0.200 miles, a speed limit of 40 (forty) miles per hour at all times; thence southerly for a distance of approximately 0.512 miles to the south city limits of Point, a speed limit of 55 (fifty-five) miles per hour at all times; thence northerly from the south city limits for north bound traffic, a distance of approximately 0.513 miles, a speed limit of 55 (fifty-five) miles per hour at all times; thence northerly for a distance of approximately 0.260 miles, a speed limit of 40 (forty) miles per hour at all times; thence northerly for a distance of approximately 0.280 miles to the intersection of the North Frontage Road on US Highway 69, a speed limit of 30 (thirty) miles per hour at all times as evidenced by the attached plan which is hereby approved and made a part hereof.

(Ordinance 74, 1996)

Sec. 16-103 -200 Reserved
Article 4 Traffic Control Devices

Sec. 16-9 - 300 Reserved 
Article 5 Stopping, Standing and Parking

Sec. 16-10 No parking Zones

(1) A no parking zone is established along the south shoulder of Locust Street from the intersection of Locust Street and Ave D to the intersection of Locust Street and First Street.
(Ord. 81, 6/9/1998; Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-11 - 400 Reserved

Article 6 Commercial Vehicles

Sec. 16-12 - 500 Reserved

Article 7 Parades , Processions, Demonstrations and Recreational Use of Streets

State law references: Authority of city to regulate or prohibit processions or assemblages on highways, V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 542.202(a)(3).
Sec. 16-13 Permit required

It shall be unlawful for any number of persons, delegation or association of persons or for any company, circus or group to parade or assemble on the streets or public grounds within the city without first having obtained a written permit from the city council.

 (Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-14 Route

Whenever any permit is granted by the city council under the provisions of this article, it shall designate the streets, avenues, alleys and thoroughfares over which the parade is privileged to travel and the time the parade shall be held and completed, and if for an assembly, the place of assembly and time it shall be held and completed.

(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-15 Standard route

A standard parade route is adopted as follows:

(1) Locust Street may be closed between Avenue D and 2nd Street, for the purpose staging and disassembling the parade for a period of time designated by the City Council in the parade permit.

(2) At the designated starting time the parade shall proceed west on Locust Street to 1st Street, turn north on 1st Street to FM 514, turn west on FM 514 to Locust Street, turn East on Locust Street back to the staging and disassembling area.

(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-16 Insurance

Upon approval by the city council of an application for a parade or assembly permit, the council may, in its discretion, require that prior to the issuance of a permit, the applicant therefor shall deliver to the office of the city secretary a comprehensive general liability insurance policy, which may exclude the parade participants, or such applicant may furnish any other evidence of indemnity for the city's protection incident to the holding of any such parade, the form and amount of the liability insurance or indemnity to be approved by the city secretary.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-17 Prohibited during emergency

If the mayor shall have declared a state of emergency to exist within this city, no parade or assembly permit shall be issued during the existence of such emergency.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-18 Exceptions to this article

The provisions of this article shall not apply to movements of the military forces of the United States of America, or of the state, nor to the funeral procession being held as a part of the burial services of a human body.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-19 Change of route

The chief of police is authorized to make such change in the route of any proposed parade as he may deem proper and necessary in averting a breach of the peace, public disorder or traffic congestion within the city.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-20 Driving through procession or parade restricted

It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle, except an authorized emergency vehicle, to drive between vehicles comprising a funeral or other authorized parade procession while they are in motion provided said vehicles are conspicuously so designated. This provision shall not apply to intersections where traffic is controlled by traffic control signals or police officers.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

Sec. 16-21 Unlawful to interrupt

It shall be unlawful for any vehicle or person to interrupt, enter or otherwise disrupt the free movement of a parade or procession unless specifically directed to do so by an official law enforcement officer.
(Ordinance 134, 2004)

